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What Does an Emergent Curriculum Look
Like From a Home Educators Point of View?
By Cansu Beagle, Float Teacher

Hello and welcome to the second issue
of The Hive newsletter by Atelier 21.
There has been lots of progress since
the last issue, which we sent out back in
February. We hope you've managed to
stay safe and well during these
unprecedented times.

In September 2019 we excitedly
embarked on our home education
journey and after extensive research, I
knew that I wanted to follow a childcentred approach. I was really drawn
to the natural method of noticing the
learning around their passions.

Within this issue, we will cover a selection
of articles/ blogs written by a few
members of the team. We hope you
enjoy the images of how the school has
changed on the virtual tour pages. For
example, bespoke playground equipment,
curated spaces and lots of new exciting
resources. For those of you who have
visited us over the last few weeks, it
was a pleasure to show you around
Atelier 21 and we thoroughly hope you
were pleased by it. Thank you for all of
emails with your wonderful feedback, it
has meant so much to us!

Our first big topic was Space as this
was my daughters main interest at the
time, so it was a great place to start.
Through observing her I knew that she
would learn best if she was exposed to
song, role play, art and games.
Together we sang songs about planets,
made a rocket, we played spacethemed games, we role-played
astronauts landing on different planets
and drew pictures, all the while I had
merged in phonics, mark-making,
numbers (distances, temperatures,
size, number of moons), history,
geography and science. Without
realising that she had received a lesson
on numeracy for instance, she had
absorbed the learning objectives
because it was fun and relevant.
The way an emergent curriculum
develops is through observation and
so whilst observing her I would notice
changing interests, such as, wanting to
instigate science experiments or

counting activities. From here I could
adapt the environment and the
activities to include more of these
within our next learning objective. The
beauty of this emergent approach is
that she has the choice to learn the
way she learns best and my role is to
facilitate and collaborate with her.

my experience so far, learning is way
more fun than I remember.
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My lit tle Orac y blog

Dil l on ’s A rtistic Prac tice

By Rebecca Gooding, Class 2 Teacher

By Dillon Howling, Atelierista

kids are anything like mine then
they suffer from a form of verbal
diarrhoea that means it takes 25
times to say exactly the same thing!
But how can we use talking to
enhance and expand our learning?
Both my children tend to speak
before they think, sometimes this
ends embarrassingly, but most of
thoughts time to formulate in their
heads before they start to talk.
This generally ends with stuttering,
stammering and repetition of the
same phrase eight times before
they figure out what it is they want
to say. They like to be heard and
they can dominate a conversation
yet other times, when they feel
under pressure or a subject
challenges them, they simply reply
Oracy is about giving our children
opportunities to think and speak, to
take on roles of instigator, observer,
challenger, summariser, to be able
to tell stories, to role play and
problem solve all without the worry
of having to write everything down.
There are many discussion models
that can be used to make sure that
all our children get an opportunity

to think and speak. We can use the
Harkness model, were our children
create discussion based on texts
tracing how the discussion
progresses and by who, we can
have Lego conversations whereby
all participants start with a selection
of Lego bricks and each time they
participate they add their brick to
wall, or we can use a ball of wool to
pass between us to see how we can
all fairly contribute to a discussion.
This talk can happen in our science
workshops, in literacy and numeracy,
anywhere. It is the ability to talk, to
unpick and explore that help our
children to know what it is they

find inspiration on every corner! I have a
vast knowledge of many different skills/
processes and want to/have the capacity
to learn new ones. Just to list a few;
welding, carpentry, pipe bending, mould
making/ casting, ceramics, jewellery,
sewing, printmaking, music production,
graphic design, animation, website design,
curation, character design, photography,
videography, 3D printing, laser cutting and
so on! My own artistic practise explores
human presence and the interaction
between humans and inanimate objects. I
often produce works in a variety of media
in the realms of sculpture, music and
illustration. I very much look forward to
helping you all bring your creative ideas
alive.
Here are a few examples of my artworks
and for more information visit:
dillonhowling.weebly.com &
thewolfclub.co.uk
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Fores t s c hoo l an d res i l i en ce i n c hi ld re n
By Taff Atkinson, Class 1 Teacher

One of the key powers we need to
give our children is resilience, a skill
that will help them to cope with
is key to support and develop
resilience both physically and
emotionally. Within the forest
setting children are able to take
risks and use tools that they do not
normally have access to. Activities
such as splitting wood or joining
sticks to make a shelter may not
work the first time but the children
keep working on the skills until they
master it. Children are given the
chance to solve problems for
themselves for example; a child may
whittle a stick for marshmallow

Learning in the forest or any natural
environment helps children to be
peaceful and appreciate the beauty
around them. There is space to run,
play and to be alone to reflect.
Children can choose whether to
work alone or with others and
collaboration skills are developed
working on child led projects.

I have a little friend called Hookam
Hairy. He is 30cm tall. He is covered
with brown hair and has a long
green, bushy beard. He has large
brown eyes, small ears and short
legs. He is extremely shy but likes
to travel around gardens and
woodlands sheltering where he can,
but always staying hidden.

I wonder what Hookam
Hairy looks like?

During this difficult time the
outdoors has never been more
important for us all. I have a little
problem that the Atelier 21 children
may like to help me with:

him even though I asked very
politely.

We would love to hear
from you. Please send us
your drawings or photos.

Hookam would really like to come
and visit the gardens and outdoor
spaces of the Atelier 21 children
good hiding place to shelter in.

fire; they work out for themselves
that a longer stick is needed.
In a woodland the children have to
be more physically resilient as the
natural environment is not uniform
and is ever changing. The children
learn to have confidence to climb a
tree, drag a log or run and crawl
though tangled plants. They learn
how to manage nettles and thorns
as well as developing an
understanding of staying safe
around poisonous plants.

I wonder what sort of
shelter would make him
feel safe?
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how i taught my daughter to read in a week.
By Hayley Peacock, Head of School

with that headline! BUT I do think my
little story about Ivy does make an
teaching children things when they are
ready. My daughter is 4.8 years and as
been far too busy running around the
nursery garden and climbing trees at
showing more and more interest in
letters, backed up by the brilliant playful
phonics sessions she does at nursery,
blending using the same Read Write Inc
scheme we use at my nurseries and will
use at Atelier 21.

Plugged

In?

By Mags Cummings, Teaching Partner
away and for the first time I saw her
read a sentence. It was magnificent! And
the very best part of it was that she
wanted to do it because we made up
games along the way, like putting on a
silly reading hat and so forth. She was
really into it for about 15 mins and then
asked for a break. I said that was enough
for today anyway.
It 100% reinforced what I already believe;
when children are developmentally ready,
they learn quickly and easily. A bit like
toilet training too early, it all goes
spectacularly wrong if you try and start
too young. Leave it until they are truly
ready and it takes a week, for most
anyway.

Ironically, during these strange times of
isolation, we find ourselves more connected
togetherness, we are discovering the true
potential of digital advancement, with many
declared technophobes, now thrown in the
deep end, and learning to swim.
AND with so much FREE stuff available
online, never before has education and
From Lego challenges to Maths and free
stories, even PE with Joe. Travel to Machu
Picchu or have a whole Zoo in your living
room, you can even colour and design your
own creatures and bring them to life.
Theatres and Art galleries all over the
globe have opened their virtual doors.

‘Hello FOMO!!’

The first day, a week ago, she got the
hang of a handful of sounds with me
writing on a whiteboard with her. Two
days later she could confidently blend
those sounds into two or three letter
words. She had around six words within
four days she could recognise by sight
and still can.

September at only 4 years and 2 days
old, in reception class at a mainstream
school, I just know she would have
resisted and it would have been so much
harder for her. Worse still her love of
learning would have been damaged and

Building on that tonight, and using the

age classes where our personalised
educational model can be adapted so
children have a longer period of time to
grasp some skills whilst being enabled to
speed ahead in others.

been learning already, a week from our
original mini session (15 mins max per
evening), we tried out putting a few
words in a sentence. She got it straight
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feel overwhelmed right now??

One of our aims at Atelier 21 is to teach our
children how to discover the world for
themselves, with and without the tech.
Technology is a tool, and like hammers and
saws, the internet has hard and sharp edges,
sometimes, we hit our thumbs. Ouch! All part
of the learning curve.
So, we teach them how to use these tools,
first to build a dream, then a box and slowly
and carefully, how to craft their future.

the children.
In the meantime, find some useful links below

For Everything and anything
9to5 apple and 9to5 google
Gavin McCormack’s

based ideas and activities for toddlers and
education and future because of this awful
virus, I challenge you to consider that it is
state of learning, and with so many
discovering new, and potentially better ways,
this alone can only bode well for the future
of education. Have hope.
Success, however, would lie with those
teachers and educators who can best curate
the Ed-tech glut.

timetables.
Encounter Edu About our world, the ocean,

global warming and everything that should
concern tomorrows adults
*For this to be truly available to all children
– please consider donating to LEAP, they
need any old devices that can connect
disadvantaged children to the wonders
available now.

The Hive, Issue 2 - July 2020

virtual
The last three weeks have been dedicated
to family show rounds for our September
starters. The start of the tour began with
a warm welcome by Hayley Peacock, Head
of School. Upon entering the school's
piazza a looped projection of videos
created by the future children presents
the ethos and personality of the school.
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Afterwards, Hayley asks some thoughtprovoking questions and leads the show
round to a table of electronically wired
plants which generate a sound when
touched. Afterwards, each family is shown
around the rest of Atelier 21. Here are
some photographs of the school.

If you are not joining us in September but
would like to see the school, please don't
worry we are busy thinking about how we
can do this safely and we will be in touch
about our open days soon.
If you'd like to enquire about a space for
2020,2021 or beyond please contact
Hayley at info@atelier21schools.co.uk. Be
quick though, we already have around 30
registrations for 2021 and our class 2 has
a waiting list for this September.
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Local historian, Shirley Anne Cook has
written and published a book titled
'Broadfield House: History & Memories'.
The paperback documents the rich and
varied history of Broadfield House in
Crawley, Sussex, which is now known
as Atelier 21. If you'd like to get your
hands on a copy, it can be found on
the
shop
section
of
www.
crawleymuseums.org or at Crawly
Museum.

Contact Us
Atelier 21 – Future Schools
Broadfield House
Brighton Road
Crawley
West Sussex
RH11 9RZ
07823 558 419
info@atelier21schools.co.uk
www.atelier21schools.co.uk

Atelier 21
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